
 
TRAER MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 
  
The Board of Trustees of the Traer Municipal Utilities met in regular session on Thursday March 4th, 2021 in Traer 
Municipal Hall. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Podhajsky called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM; with trustees Whannel, Barnes, Dostal and McEwen 
present. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOTION by Dostal, seconded by Barnes, that the Agenda was approved. Motion approved unanimously with a roll 
call vote.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

MOTION by Whannel, seconded by McEwen, that the Consent Agenda is approved; Minutes of the February 4th, 2021 
meeting and February Checks (#34691-34754); and 2 ACH payments (2082021 & 2182021); total expenditures of 
$340,965.13. Motion approved unanimously with a roll call vote. 
 
RESOLUTION FOR GAS FUNDS 
Due to the “Polar Vortex” that has affected most of the nation, TMU is preparing to pay a larger than normal and larger 
than expected gas bill to Clayton Energy. Due to sky rocketing gas prices Feb 12th-17th TMU is expecting approx. 
$450,000 in addition to the “usual” bill. Having only acquired the gas franchise in September, TMU unfortunately 
doesn’t have the cash or cash reserves to pay for it fully with Gas funds. GM Currens presented to the board a 
resolution allowing for an interdepartmental transfer. The resolution would allow the Gas. Dept. to borrow funds from 
the Electric Dept. to cover the unexpected costs. The transfer would be paid back, interest free, as gas funds become 
available.  
 
MOTION by Dostal, seconded by Barnes, approving RESOLUTION 03-04-21-01 Approving the Internal Transfer of 
Funds. Motion approved unanimously with a roll call vote. 
 
GAS CRISIS, METHOD TO RECOVER 
The board moved on to discuss options for recovering these costs. GM Currens has spent a lot of time talking with 
other municipalities about how they plan to recover the costs, and found that many are splitting the cost evenly 
amongst all customers, no matter the customer’s usage, for a duration of 12 months. GM Currens and the TMU board 
agreed this didn’t seem like an acceptable approach for our customers. They felt any addition to customer’s bills 
should be based on usage, not just a flat fee across the board. They also liked the idea of spreading the cost out over 
24 months to help lessen the burden. The board discussed how this will affect people on different levels and in 
different ways and wanted to ease things as best they could.  
 
MOTION by Dostal, seconded by Barnes, to approve adding a line item to each gas customer’s bill, that is pro-rated, 
based on the customer’s February 2021 gas usage, to assist in recovering the costs associated with the “Polar 
Vortex” of 2021.The line item will be a fixed amount for the duration of 24 months with the option of early pay off. 
Motion approved unanimously with a roll call vote. 
 
TMU will be sending all gas customers a letter detailing the events and the impact it’ll have on them. 
 
GENERAL MANAGER REPORT 
GM Currens wanted to thank all the TMU employees who generated power to the community during the cold snap. 
Thanks to them, and our ability to generate, our electric rates won’t be affected like some surrounding communities. 
 
  
Being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
Check Register attached. 
 
Chairman Podhajsky  
Haley Blaine, Board Secretary  


